
LIVESTOCK AND FISHERIES IMPROVEMENT AND MANAGEMENT 
 

·  Survey regarding animal husbandry and fishery practices in 
Patna district of Bihar revealed that the percentage of 
crossbred cattle was above 50 per cent. Incidence of 
infectious diseases like Foot-and-Mouth Disease, 
Hemorrhagic Septicemia and Black Quarter are common in 
the area, but the incidence of these diseases in the surveyed 
villages was reduced due to timely vaccination. It was 
observed that out of total land only 8.25 per cent is used for 
fodder production and there is fodder scarcity for about 122 
days during May-June and October to December in a year. 

 
 
·  It was observed that animal husbandry in surveyed villages 

is a remunerative practice generating as much as 15 – 35 per 
cent of the farmers’ total income. Overall, buffalo 
comprised 30 per cent of total livestock population while 
crossbred cows accounted for 18 per cent. Goat, pig and 
backyard poultry are considered as a source of livelihood 
for landless people as 96-100 per cent of these species were 
owned by landless only. 

 
·  Fish ponds in the villages are infested with aquatic weeds 

like Hydrilla, Eichhornia, Azolla and Potamogeton. Mustard oil cake and rice bran are the 
main source of feed for carps whereas banana leaves are used for grass carp. 

 
·  Strategies for enhancing land and water productivity 

through multiple uses of water were studied and A model of 
duck-fish farming and rice-fish culture has been developed. 
Four different systems were followed, namely, i) Duck – 
fish farming, ii) Rice/ Wheat – fish farming, iii) Fish culture 
in service reservoir and iv) Fish culture in trenches. System 
of polyculture followed. Average egg production 160 
eggs/bird/yr. The production of fishes varies from 3 - 5 t/ha 
in pond and about 2 t/ ha in trenches. 
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